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reaction out of the triumph of faith: c Throw thyself
down, for it is written, He shall give His angels charge
over thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up.'
To no other person but Christ could such a temptation
occur; to him, we may boldly say, such a temptatign
must, at some time, have occurred. And if in the Son of
God there was filial reverence as well as fiHal confidence,
it must have been resisted, as it is recorded to have been
resisted, 'Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.'
The third temptation is somewhat less easy to under-
stand, but its appropriateness to the character and condi-
tion of Christ, and its utter inappropriateness to every
other character and condition, are quite as clear. A vision
of universal monarchy rose before him. What suggested
such thoughts to the son of a carpenter? What but the
same new sense of supernatural power which tempted
him to turn stones into bread, and to throw himself into
the arms of ministering angels ? This, together with the
Baptist's predictions, and those Messianic predictions of
the ancient prophets, on which we can imagine that he
had been intensely brooding, might naturally suggest such
an imagination. _ He pictured himself enthroned in Jeru-
salem as Messiah, and the gold of Arabia offered in tribute
to him. But, says the narrative, the devil said to Him,
If thou wilt fall down and worship me, all shall be thine.
This, at least, it may be thought, was not a temptation
likely to overcome the Lamb of God. One remarkable for
simplicity of character, one who was struggling with the
fresh conviction that he was himself that Messiah, that
beloved Son of God, whose glorious reign wise men had
been permitted to foresee from a distance of centuries; was
he, in the moment of his first enthusiasm, and fresh in

